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New road surface treatment is not a final solution

 

Online highway maintenance campaigner, Potholes.co.uk, has welcomed the government’s endorsement of a new road surface preservation treatment, but warns that the scourge of potholes will not suddenly disappear as a result.
 

The Highways Agency this week agreed to start using an asphalt preservative, designed by road maintenance experts ASI Solutions to work as an anti-ageing product to stop the condition of road surfaces across the UK deteriorating any further.

 

But Potholes.co.uk spokesperson, Amanda Allen, says this will merely avoid things getting any worse, rather than making things better.  

 

“On roads where damage already exists, a preservative is not going to make any difference,” she explained. “The new product will be great for safeguarding undamaged roads against falling into disrepair, but the government has a 10-year backlog of repairs to catch up on, and the ‘patch and mend’ mentality that currently exists as far as highway maintenance is concerned still needs to be changed.”

 

This year’s ALARM report on highway maintenance and repair revealed that £33 million was spent on filling 589,000 potholes in the last 12 months*. This compares with an estimated bill of £320 million stumped up by the UK’s motorists to repair vehicles damaged by potholes according to research by independent warranty provider, Warranty Direct**.

 

ENDS

 

For further information please contact:

 

Andy Bothwell or Andy Francis at Performance PR on Tel: 0208 541 3434 Email: andyb@performancepr.com
 

* Source: Annual Local Authority Road Maintenance Survey 2007, released Friday, 23 March, 2007 

** Figure from Warranty Direct’s database of more than 55,000 car policies

 

Editors Notes: 

 

Launched in 1997, Warranty Direct is the first and only direct personal Warranty Company operating in the UK. It has partners in the USA (www.warrantydirect.com). As a privately owned insurance intermediary, the firm operates within the automotive and household electrical markets. 

 

Cassidy Davis Insurance Group underwrites all Warranty Direct policies. Founded in 1977 Cassidy Davis Insurance Group is the specialist personal lines division of Jubilee Managing Agency Ltd.  Jubilee currently underwrites £51 million in motor premiums and was the most successful motor syndicate at Lloyd’s in the latest set of results published by Lloyd’s covering the 2002-underwriting year.

